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Love, loss, & letting go 

	  
	  
	  

TRT of program: 112:54 (1 hour, 52 minutes). 
Shooting Format: HD, HDV, Super 8 archival home movies, 16 mm archival film	  
Color	  
Languages: English, Farsi (with English subtitles) 

Rearview Road Show	  
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Summaries 

	  

Inheritance (Aggie Ebrahimi Bazaz) 2011 TRT: 28:43 
Aggie reveals her mother's ardent journey from a happy wife in pre-

revolution Iran to a divorced single mother now living in the United States.  
After letters and pictures are uncovered and details explained, Aggie 

attempts to break free of her mother's burden, find closure with the past, 
and begin writing her own story. 

 

 
Excavation  (Ellen Knechel) 2011 TRT: 26:00 

While her grandmother's house is up for sale in rural Indiana, filmmaker 
Ellen Knechel is there to capture the poignant uprising that follows. She 

explores the difficulty in disposing a life's worth of material objects and the 
emotional toll it has on those involved. 

 

 
Roy: Dream Catcher (Andrew Bateman) 2011 TRT: 65:00 

This observational profile presents an argumentative collector with a larger 
than life personality. Roy had left his home and came west to live by his 

own rules in the Land of Enchantment some 30 years ago.  Now, in lieu of a 
possible reconciliation with his ex-wife, he is forced to pack his books, 

records, and selected ephemera in order to confront his past decisions and 
find happiness. 
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Synopsis 

Along 3956 County Road, somewhere in the heartland, a 
matron shuffles through the emptied halls of her family home 
while outside, the roar of dump trucks and gravel pits grow 
ever-nearer.  
 

In the Land of Enchantment, a dusty brown leather suitcase 
rests at the feet of a man who’d once left his wife for the 
dream of the West, and now, thirty years later, waits to board 
a train back to the home he left behind.  
 

Meanwhile, down South, to appease an inquiring daughter, a 
divorced mother finally spills out the secrets locked in 
suitcases she’s carried back and forth, back and forth, on the 
journey between her Iranian homeland and her American 
refuge.  
 

The Rear View Roadshow presents these three remarkable 
characters as they stand in that clearing where the velocity of 
life confronts the comfort of the familiar. As these characters 
are compelled forward, they must first sort through the 
material accumulations that keep them connected to the past. 
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The Documentary Subjects 

Excavation  (Ellen Knechel): 
Anna Ruth Haynes was born in Lancaster Pennsylvania.  She married a farm boy from the 

mid-west and moved with him to his home in Indiana when she was in her mid-twenties.  After 
that, she lived within the same 1 mile radius for the next 60 years of her life until it became too 
difficult for her to keep up with a large house in the middle of the country.  Eventually she was 
forced to take the great leap and move across the county line to an assisted living facility where 

she is still figuring out how to best downsize and organize her apartment.  She is beloved by 
many and she continues to play an active role in her family and community. 

Anita (Haynes) Knechel is the second of four daughters born to John and Anna 
Ruth Haynes and mother to the filmmaker Ellen Knechel.   Anita lives with her husband 
Dave in NJ, but she made frequent trips to her childhood home in Auburn, Indiana. For 
the final years that her mother lived in Auburn, Most of those trips were spent cleaning 

her mother’s home, throwing out garbage, and making runs to goodwill and other 
relatives’ storage spaces.  One of Anita’s current projects is emptying her own basement. 

 
Inheritance (Aggie Ebrahimi Bazaz): 

Aggie (filmmaker/narrator) and her mother- The filmmaker’s mother grew up 
in Iran, married an Iranian ex-pat living in the U.S., returned with her husband to Iran 
at the height of the Islamic Revolution, and fled the country, alone, in the mid-80s as a 

divorced mother of two. She lives in the suburbs of Atlanta. 
 

Roy: Dream Catcher (Andrew Bateman) 
Roy is an impoverished, cantankerous collector who left New York and his young wife 
in the late 1960s to live by his own rules in the Land of Enchantment.  In New Mexico, 

he managed to have a successful career as a book, music, and film critic, cultural 
organization director, and educator.  Currently, he is employed at a major university as a 

paper grader. 
 Sandy is a puritanical farm girl from Upstate New York.  She has been married 

twice, has one child, and ran a dairy farm while holding down a full time job as a 
teacher. She is now retired and lives by herself in an old farmhouse in a small town 

outside of Rochester, New York. 
 
. 
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The Directors 

Andrew Bateman is a documentary and experimental filmmaker whose 
work moves outward from the core belief that love is a dynamic and 

complex force in human action. While an undergraduate in 1999, he made 
his first documentary – a critical look at the World Trade Organization 

protests in Seattle, Washington, and has since continued to make work on 
social justice issues. Roy: Dream Catcher is his first feature length 

documentary. Andrew holds a MFA in Film and Media Arts from Temple 
University, and a MA in American Studies from the University of New 

Mexico. 

 
Ellen Knechel is currently collaborating as an editor, producer, and 

researcher on several documentaries in progress.  She holds a BA in English 
from Haverford College and an MFA in Film and Media Arts from Temple 
University.  She loves documentaries with an anthropological bent and she 

is particularly interested in aging as subject matter. 

 
Aggie Ebrahimi Bazaz graduated in August 2011. She also holds an MA 

in multicultural literature and women’s studies from the University of 
Georgia, where she served as a researcher for The Civil Rights Digital 

Library Initiative. While at Temple, Aggie wrote and directed three 
documentary films exploring issues of the Iranian diaspora. Her first film, 

Conversations with My Aunt, won the Best Documentary Award at the 
Greater Philadelphia Student Film Festival in 2009. Aggie’s most recent 
film, Inheritance (2011), blends poetic and observational documentary 

forms to investigate diasporic identity formation and gender politics in the 
shadow of the Iranian Revolution. 
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Directors’ Statement 

Aggie 

I am a storyteller, and as an Iranian American I am a keeper of a tradition indebted to a lineage, charged 
with the excavation and expression of stories that have yet to be told, struggles yet to be seen, and healing 
yet to be undertaken. Inheritance for me is a means of opening the door into a conversation, one that has 

not yet begun within the Iranian American community or outside of it. A conversation about the 
emergence of the Iranian American community as a legitimate, complex and powerful voice within North 

American cultural politics.  Using my mother’s home as a metaphor for diasporic, domestic space, 
Inheritance explores the influence of the Islamic Revolution and Islamic gender politics on lived, daily 
experience in the U.S. It investigates the immigration experience of Iranian families: what do we leave 

behind and what do we carry over with us in the crossing? 
Andrew 

I remember the first time I saw Roy. I was a graduate student at the University of New Mexico at the time 
and I decided to sit in on an International Cinema class one evening. He was there though. His presence 

was as large in person as it is on the screen, though, he didn’t say a word. In my mind, Roy had never been 
a young man. In my mind it seems he was always an eccentric hippie.  While filming the process of 

moving out of his apartment, the story slowly came out about Sandy and the decisions Roy made as a 
younger man. Finding pieces of Roy within me, being somewhat of a drifter myself I had to ask; Am I 

Roy? Could I become Roy? Can one ever recover from decisions of the past? And, what does it mean to 
truly love someone? In the end, Roy: Dream Catcher is a character study of my friend, Roy, the way I see 
and understand him.  Despite the lack of narrative closure and the unresolved nature of the film I dare the 
viewer to ask themselves: can there ever be closure in a life that is still being lived; is there ever an “end” 

in the relationship between two people? 

Ellen 

Ellen	  likes	  to	  be	  in	  an	  anthropological	  frame	  of	  mind	  when	  she	  looks	  at	  everyday	  interactions	  in	  her	  own	  
culture.	  	  She	  is	  interested	  in	  vestiges	  of	  traditional	  ways	  of	  life	  within	  contemporary	  society,	  tension	  

between	  generations,	  and	  individual	  experiences	  of	  aging—all	  themes	  that	  surface	  in	  her	  current	  film.	  	  	  	  
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Credits 
 

Excavation: 
Director/Producer: Ellen Knechel 

Editors: Ellen Knechel and Katya Gorker 
Cinematography: Ellen Knechel and Alison Crouse 

Sound Design: David Miranda Hardy 
Color Correction: Brandon Watz 

 
Inheritance: 

Director/Producer: Aggie Ebrahimi Bazaz 
Assistant Editor: Ryan Suits 

Editorial Consultants: Andrew Bateman, Oscar Molina, Rea Tajiri, Eran Preis 
Sound Mix and Assistant Sound Design: Joseph Kraemer 

Colorist: Charles Murphy 
Music: "Vatanam" 

Composed By: Siavash Beizai 
Lyrics By: Bizhan Taraghghi 

Archival Images Provided By: 
IranNegah.com 

University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology: Watson Kintner 
Collection 
Press TV 

 
"Inheritance" is Supported in Part By: 

-Temple University Film and Media Arts Department 
-Partially funded by PIFVA, Wyncote Foundation, the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, 

the Philadelphia Cultural Fund and the Fels Foundation 
 

Roy: A Dream Catcher: 
Directed/edited/produced by Andrew Bateman 

 
Original Music by Blake Minnerly 

 
Finishing Funds Provided by: 

Philadelphia Film and Video Association  
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Feedback 

 “The films in Rear View Roadshow examine the lives of ordinary people who have each engaged 
in unique journeys. The beauty of this compilation is that these filmmakers have patiently and 

carefully observed each personal set of choices and consequences so that the audience can 
occupy the same fragile emotional space, feeling the weight of letting go." 

-Caroline Elizabeth Savage, Coordinating Director, PIFVA 
 

"Inheritance is a moving and lyrical cinematic poem that portrays the struggle of a Persian-
American woman with her identity as such.  Bazaz’s use of the domestic environment and its 

sounds makes it a great example for my presentation Here! Hear! Experimental Ethnographic 
Films about Place and Sound, to be presented at the Experiments in Cinema festival in 

Albuquerque in April 2012." 

-Laurel Petty, Assistant Prof of Theatre and Film, Department of Theatre, Eastern New 
Mexico University 

 
"Inheritance, A MASTERFUL film: intimate, engaging, and powerful. The story is deeply felt, 
beautifully filmed - and full of unexpected revelations, even to the 1st person narrator. A real 

gem!" 

-Carol Rosenbaum, Accomplished Writer and Producer, Winner of 2 Emmys and 16 
National Awards, carolrosenbaum.com 

	  


